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great manufacturers The growth of national
wealtli, in short, is being accompanied by all
those evils of disorganisation and unjust dis-
tribution which constitute the political and
social problem of the West And these evils
are intensified by a financial system which
raises the bulk of the national revenue by
taxes on the necessities of the poor

This brings me to the question of the Govern-
ment of Japan, a system which has been much
praised, but which seemed to me, in its prac-
tical operation, to be the worst and most
ominous factor in the present situation.
Traditionally, as is well known, the political
and national sentiment of Japan centred
about the Emperor. The sentiment, no doubt,
was obscured during the penod of the Shogun-
ate, when the Emperor was a mere figure-
head. But long before the aggression of the
West produced the great crisis an internal
movement was working for the restoration
of the Mikado's power. That restoration
was effected by the revolution of 1867, and
effected by the voluntary abdication of the
Shogun. And the tradition of personal loyalty
to the Emperor, as an actual descendant and
representative of gods, the tradition, that is, in
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